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Just a few updates for 
our membership as 
we move into the time 
of year that reminds 
us all that life is ever 
changing.

The Trailblazer Awards Committee just 
announced our 2011 Trailblazer Award 
winner, and I can’t be more pleased! Joe 
Ruggiero, Designer - TV Host - Product 
Spokesperson - Magazine Editor-in-
Chief – and more is a worthy recipient. 
His career touches almost every aspect 
of the world of home decorating. I can’t 
wait to be able to present him with 
this very well-deserved award to be 
presented Saturday evening September 
17th at the Symposium Awards Dinner.

The Symposium Committee continues 
to work hard for our members to bring 
a wonderful event in September that I 
hope you will take advantage of. Exciting 
speakers and topics, places to go, things 

to see and do! More information will be 
on its way in no time to all of you.

The Board of Directors and the Council 
of Presidents’ new “buddy system” has 
successfully been launched! I heard from 
a number of the board and presidents 
that their contact has been a very 
positive one with some new friendships 
already started through those phone 
calls! Having someone to reach out to 
is always a good thing when you need 
advice or someone to talk through a 
situation with!

Our Board of Directors’ New Chapter 
Outreach Committee chaired by Rand 
Kehler began the task of identifying 
hubs for possible new chapter creation. 
Cities with design centers might make 
for a strong, good location. If any of you 
have suggestions send a quick email to 
Rand at randjk@verizon.net.

President’s Message 
by Janet Stevenson, IFDA President

IFDA Announces 
2011 Trailblazer 
Award Winner
Joe Ruggiero

IFDA’s Awards Committee is pleased 
to announce Joe Ruggiero as the 
recipient of the 2011 Trailblazer Award. 
Mr. Ruggiero, a renowned interior 
designer, television host, product 
spokesperson and magazine editor-in-
chief will receive the 2011 Trailblazer 
Award at the Symposium Awards 
Dinner on Saturday, September 17, 
2011. The Awards Dinner will be held in 
conjunction with the 2011 Symposium 
scheduled for September 15-17, 2011 
at the Hotel Sofitel in Philadelphia, PA. 
For more information on Joe Ruggiero, 
please visit www.joeruggiero.com. 2011

SYMPOSIUM
P H I L A D E L P H I A , P A
S E P T E M B E R  1 5 - 1 7 ,  2 0 1 1
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http://www.joeruggiero.com
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IFDA chapter leaders participated in a 
series of informational webinars hosted 
by IFDA headquarters. The webinars 
held January 12, 13, 19, and 20, 2011 
were developed to distribute information 
on a host of topics related to chapter 
operations including membership, 
finance, communications, and programs. 

Stepping out smartly in support of design 
education, 13 chapters raised a total of 
$29,000, netting $18,400 for grants 
and scholarships awarded by the IFDA 
Educational Foundation.

The 2010 Walk for Design Education 
project was supported by local businesses 
and by national partners that are bold-face 
names in the industry: Benjamin Moore, 
3M, Hunter Douglas, Wood-Mode 
Cabinetry, E.J. Victor, Market Square 
at Highpoint and The International 
Home Furnishings Center, High Point, 
NC.

The chapters stepped out in creative 
style, reports the delighted EF Walk 
Chair Wilma Hammett. For example, the 
fundraiser was a walk in the park, literally, 
for New York Chapter members and 
friends, who strode the High Line Park, 
built on an abandoned railroad line above 
the City’s West Side.

Members of the Texas Chapter brought 
their dogs along on the historic Campion 
Trails beside the Trinity River in Dallas. 
Philadelphia Chapter members ambled 
past masterpieces in the Picasso and the 
Avant-Garde show at the Philadelphia 
Museum of Art. The Carolinas Chapter 

Chapter Presidents participated in a 
webinar that provided an overview 
of topics associated with their 
responsibilities as Chapter Presidents 
including a review of Association and 
Chapter Bylaws, utilizing www.box.net, 
membership management, IFDA logo 
usage, and an overview of the IFDA 

international sponsorship program. 
Florida Chapter President Thom Leffler 
commented that the Chapter Presidents’ 
information session“ was informative 
and most helpful.” Invitees who could 
not participate in the January information 
sessions can access the session PowerPoint 
slides and Q & A’s on www.box.net. 

participants strolled the streets around 
the High Point furniture market and 
visited the landmark building shaped like 
a giant chest with a pair of socks hanging 
out of one drawer in reference to the 
city’s furniture and hosiery industries.

New England and Minnesota covered 
their respective cities’ design centers 
and Northern California staged a wine 
tasting and book-signing with Nancy 
Castelli, author of Get Organized Today.

As the philanthropic arm of the IFDA, 
the Educational Foundation offers the 
most scholarships and grants of any 
organization in the furnishings industry. 
More than a dozen awards that total 
over $30,000 help to support design 

students, interior design programs, and 
professionals who want to broaden 
their education. In addition EF grants 
help restore America’s historic sites, such 
as Eleanor Roosevelt’s Val-Kill Cottage 
in Hyde Park, NY, and the Lee-Fendall 
House in Alexandria, VA.

“The Walks have made it possible for EF to 
increase the amounts of our scholarships 
and grants,” Wilma Hammett, FIFDA, 
Walk chairperson reports. “That’s 
especially important today when student’s 
needs are greater than ever in this tough 
economy.”

For more information, or to make a 
donation, click on www.ifdaef.org.

IFDA Chapter Leaders Participate in 
Informational Webinar Series 
by Jennifer Jones, IFDA Account Executive

Taking EF Fund-Raising in Stride 
Chapters Step-Up Support For Design Education 
by Rose Gilbert, FIFDA

Carolinas Chapter New York Chapter
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Cancer claimed the life of FIFDA 
Sharon Clancy Lienau at age 
67, just eight months after her 
husband Hank Lienau’s brave 
and prayerful battle with cancer 
ended. 

Sharon and Hank, her 
husband of 34 years, 
moved to Bluffton, SC from 
Chicago in 2008. Shortly after 
their move, Sharon received 
a life-saving organ transplant. 
Since her “second chance at 
life,” both she and her husband 
were active in promoting organ donor 
awareness and Donate Life marketing 
and media activities. Sharon herself is 
now an organ donor.

A native New Yorker, Sharon spent her 
entire professional career in the practice 
of public relations. A Rosemont College 
graduate Sharon certified at Radcliffe 
College Graduate School of Business 
before joining the J. Walter Thompson 
Company in New York where she worked 
for over 10 years in corporate and product 
publicity executive capacities. She later 
became Director of Public Information 
for a Union Carbide company, before 
realizing her flair and passion for home 
furnishings and design.

She worked for Hayes Williams Public 
Relations in New York, then the nation’s 

largest home furnishings PR 
agency. When her husband 
transferred from New York 
to Chicago in 1981, she 
continued to represent that 
agency in the Midwest. 
Later she formed her own 
public relations agency 
specializing in furnishings 
and design. Her accounts 
ranged from architects 
to art galleries, interior 
designers to furniture and 
fabric manufacturers. 

Sharon was a Fellow of the International 
Furnishings & Design Association (IFDA). 
She served on its boards in the New York 
and Illinois Chapters, was its International 
Director of Marketing, and in 1997 was 
elected International President of the 
Association during its Golden Anniversary 
year. The following year she received the 
highest honor ever awarded to an IFDA 
member, the Honorary Recognition  
Award which afforded her lifetime 
membership in the association. She 
often reported that her most rewarding 
achievements in her career were in 
having assisted in the design, refurbishing 
and decorating of more than 60 
Ronald McDonald Houses throughout 
the country, where her husband was 
a founding director and national 
coordinator.

In addition to heading up alumnae 
activities for Rosemont College in the 
New York and Chicago Chapters, she 
also was active in designing and donating 
furnishing for several women’s shelters in 
the Chicago area. 

She is survived by a brother John G. 
Clancy of Tequesta, FL., two step 
children, Mark W. Lienau of Canaan, VT, 
Jane Lienau Rowe of Bowdoinham, ME, 
five grandchildren, several godchildren, 
and dozens of loving cousins, nieces, 
nephews, great nieces, great nephews, 
and caring, wonderful friends.

A funeral mass was celebrated on January 
29th at St. Gregory the Great Catholic 
Church in Bluffton, where she and her 
late husband were members. To honor 
her memory, contributions may be made 
to Cancer Awareness Foundation, 4375 
Bluffton Parkway, Bluffton, SC 29910 
or Hospice of the Low Country, PO Box 
3827 Bluffton, SC 29910.

Ed.’s Note: The above is adapted from the article 

posted in the Savannah Morning News based on 

information submitted by her family. Various IFDA 

members submitted the information on Sharon who 

was greatly admired and will be fondly remembered 

by those in the IFDA family as well as her own.

In Memoriam: FIFDA Sharon Clancy Lienau

Sharon Clancy Lienau 
and her beloved husband 
Hank Lienau (Henry Nash 
Williams Lienau)

IFDA mourns the loss of IFDA NY member Harriet 
Schoenthal who passed away on February 22, 
2011 in New York City.  Harriet was an active 
member of IFDA for over 50 years and a faithful 
supporter of the IFDA Educational Foundation. 
She was president of Harriet Schoenthal Inc., a 
Manhattan based advertising, marketing and 
public relations firm, representing such clients 
as the Hardwood Manufacturers Association, 
Baldwin Piano, Hickory Chair, Swaim Furniture, 
and countless other high profile brands.

The New York Chapter will be holding a 
memorial program in the near future so friends, 
family and colleagues can come together and 
celebrate her life and many accomplishments and 
contributions. Anyone who would like to attend, 
speak or be part of the planning committee or 
has images/reminisces they would like to share 
for the memorial, kindly contact the NY Chapter 
office: Rose Hittmeyer, ifdanyny@verizon.net, 
(212) 686-6020.   Please watch for more details.

In Memory of Harriet Schoenthal 
By Maureen Klein, IFDA EF, Director of Communications
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At the San Francisco Design Center, 
November 18, 2010.

Still running fast and furious after 
September’s Fall into Fabrics and October’s 
Walk for Design, IFDA Northern California 
jumped feet first into Design Industries 
Foundation Fighting Aids (DIFFA)’s Dining 
by Design. With very little lead time, our 
IFDA team of designers created a themed 
dining experience to raise money for 
AIDS research through this DIFFA annual 
event.

Working with Baker Furniture and a list of 
other dedicated donors and volunteers, 
IFDA NCAL’s designers Athena Charis, 
Lauren Shelby, and Diane Nicolson 
whipped up a Golden Age of Hollywood 
Deco Dream that shimmered in geometric 
silver, black, and gold.

Before we launch into the pictorial, our 
thanks to the team that helped to make 
the deco dream come true: 

Athena Charis, Lauren Shelby, Diane 
Nicolson, Billie Huckaby, Jessica Quiroga, 
Marci Pelot, Trenton McLinn, Raffine 
Chocolates, Baker, Wroolie & Company, 
Napa Valley Linens, Floor Designs, Arthaus, 
Art Deco Collection, Twigs Studio, and 
yours truly, Timothy D. Manning.

Chapter News
Northern California 
IFDA Northern California Makes its First Foray into “Dining by Design” 
by Timothy D. Manning, IFDA Northern California VP Communications
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For the past 25 years the 
Georgia Chapter of IFDA has 
joined forces with the Atlanta 
Decorative Arts Center to 
bring holiday joy by way of 
anonymous gifts to children 
in our community who would 
otherwise have none. The 
Angel Tree event is one of our 
most cherished traditions. This 
is the fifth year I’ve served as 
Chair of the event.

Early in November posters go up on every 
door in the design center inviting one and 
all to the gala. The familiar angel logo 
and border of snowflakes alert everyone 
to the fact that it is again “that time of 
year.”

The week before Thanksgiving IFDA 
holds the kick off gala where the Angel 
Tree, a fully decorated Christmas tree 
is displayed, with tags hung for each 
child sponsored. Each angel tag has a 
child’s name, age, gender, and wish list 
on the back. Department of Family and 
Children’s Services provides us the names 
of children in need of sponsorship. 

Then, the gifts went off to the DFACS 
warehouse where they were distributed 
to the case workers, then on to the 
families, and then to each child. And so 
“Santa” has come again. 

The gala was indeed a 
wonderful party. This 
year’s host was the new 
Jordan Spencer showroom 
at ADAC. We felt right at 
home with the warm and 
welcoming staff, delicious 
refreshments, festive music, 
and comfortable Lorts 
furniture; all facilitating 
our chatting well into 
the evening. During the 

evening, members and guests selected 
their angels from the tree. 

The week following Thanksgiving chapter 
volunteers beautifully wrapped gifts with 
angel tags returned to Jordan Spencer 
in clear plastic bags tied with festive 
bows. A sense of satisfaction and true 
holiday spirit was strongly felt by chapter 
members, showroom hosts, design center 
showroom and management staff, and 
honored guests who participated in this 
worthy event. The stretch of colorful 
bags of gifts along the glass front of the 
showroom was a clear indication that we 
are part of a larger community. 

Georgia Chapter 
Georgia Chapter Celebrates the 25th Anniversary of Angel Tree 
by Sharron Zimmerman, Chapter President

Santa and Sharron

Gifts ready for delivery

IFDA 2011 Membership Recruitment Contest
January 1, 2011-July 1, 2011

 1st Place Individual: $100.00 American Express gift card

2nd Place Individual: $50.00 American Express gift card

3rd Place Individual: $25.00 American Express gift card

Do you know a co-worker, industry colleague or student who would benefit from 
IFDA membership? Invite them to join! Visit www.ifda.com or contact IFDA headquarters 

at info@ifda.com for complete contest details.
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The Illinois Chapter’s January event held 
at the Merchandise Mart kicked off the 
year reflecting on our need for some daily 
personal inner peace to provide balance 
to our hectic lives. Joan Scheib - Illinois 
Chapter President, interior designer and 
Feng Shui consultant, gave us food for 
thought as we looked to our homes to 
help rejuvenate us. A simple place to 
focus is the clutter that affects a person’s 
life. It creates confusion, lack of focus, 
and going in many directions at once. 
It’s hard to focus on what to do or your 
priorities. Clutter pulls our energy down, 
making us feel overwhelmed, exhausted, 
confused, or depressed. 

There are 4 types of clutter: 

•	Common	clutter	(junk	mail,	half 
 finished projects, magazines) 

•	Symbolic	clutter	(gloomy	art,	 
 unsuccessful projects, old clothes) 

•	Energy	clutter	(gifts	from	a	past	 
 relationship, unwanted inherited  
 furniture)

•	Mental	and	emotional	clutter	 
 (avoided tasks, draining relationships,  
 appointments to schedule, friendships  
 you need to let go)

Color can affect your energy, mood and 
emotions helping you make powerful 
choices to influence your life in a more 
positive way. Similarly, the colors you 
surround yourself with in your home 
must reflect you and what you need for 

In summary, find a favorite place in your 
home, fill it with accents that nourish 
you and bring good thoughts, memories 
and peace to you, and use this space 
frequently to help feed your soul.

an uplifting space. Colors can create: 
passion (red), happiness (pink), joy 
(orange), harmony and healing (green), 
inspiration (yellow), influence and luxury 
(gold), serenity (blue), peace (violet), 
warmth (brown), protection, elegance 
(black), and honesty (white). 

Illinois Chapter 
Rejuvenate You and Your Home with Feng Shui

Attendees enjoy Feng Shui event

A representation of clutter

IFDA International Sponsorship Opportunities
Are you looking to connect with leaders in the furnishings and design industry?

The IFDA international sponsorship program offers a variety of sponsorship levels. For more information on the 
benefits of becoming an IFDA sponsor including your company name and website listed on the front page of 
Network, please contact Jennifer Jones at 610-535-6422 or jjones@ifda.com

mailto:jjones@ifda.com
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The Minneapolis Convention Center 
was teaming with activity at this year’s 
November Midwest Home Show. The 
Minnesota Chapter of IFDA, a longtime 
fixture of the show, continued its 2010 
“Designing with Taste” theme promoted 
earlier in the year by designing seven 
creative vignettes which transported the 
onlooker to different parts of the globe or 

tiles as placemats, food items, and as 
condiments that graced her wood plank 
harvest table. Congratulations Tarry! 

Thank you to all participants and IFDA 
volunteers. IFDA again publicly showcased 
the many talents of our members - truly 
inspirational!

to unique and imaginative dinner parties. 
These beyond-the-ordinary displays 
garnered IFDA the Most Inspirational 
of Show Award. Congratulations to all 
participants! Additionally, Tarry Logsdon 
of RBC Tile and Stone, was voted Favorite 
Display by show attendees. Tarry 
created a Spanish dinner party vignette 
that artistically included differently sized 

Minnesota Chapter 
Minnesota Chapter Wows Midwest Home Show Attendees 
by Sheran Neumann 

A

E

F

A

B

C

D G

A) East Meets West by Julie Suemitsu, 
Modan Tansu

B) New Year’s Eve in Paris by Molly Yim, 
Ethan Allen

C) Alice in Wonderland by Candy Vogel 
and Leah Wothe, CanLe Interiors

D) Romancing the Stone by Karen 
Arcand Johnson, Arcand Johnson Design

E) Dining in a Spanish Villa by Tarry 
Logsdon, RBC Tile & Stone

F) IFDA Reception Area by Sheran 
Neumann, NeuDesigns and Patti 
Anderson, A Touch of Style

G) Under the Stars by April Percell 
and Mandy Bauer, Master Coating 
Technologies
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The IFDA New England Chapter 
announced the winners of the Second 
Designer Showcase & Recognition 
Awards during its Annual Members 
Dinner in October 2010. Designer 
members were invited to submit projects 
in one of four categories: Living Spaces, 
Kitchen & Bath, Dining Space and 
Specialty Spaces. Community service is 
also recognized. Media sponsor Design 
New England magazine provided 
independent judging for the showcase. 

The Showcase winners were: 

Living Spaces: Karen Dzendolet & Thom 
Glynn, Eye Catching Interiors

Dining Space: Beverly Rivkind, Bevery 
Rivkind Interior Design

Specialty Space: Deborah Farrand, 
Dressing Rooms

Kitchen/Bath: Shirin Tahsili, Moda Cucina

Community Service Award: Christine Kay, 
Trademark Style

At our Annual Holiday Dinner in 
December 2010 the following members 

Join the Richmond Chapter for a special 
evening brought to you all the way from 
Paris. That is right, Picasso will be “at 
hand”. The Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts http://www.vmfa.state.va.us will be 
exhibiting works of Picasso representing 
all his major artistic periods, including 
176 works from his personal collection. 
The exhibit is drawn from the collection 
of Musée National Picasso in Paris. 

Linda Merrill - IFDA “Pulitzer” Award in 
recognition of enormous contribution in 
the area of communications.

Bob Ernst - IFDA “Trump” Award for 
much appreciated business acumen and 
insight.

John Gambell - Service Appreciation 
Award for outstanding commitment to 
design education.

Wayne Southworth - Member of 
Distinction for willingness to lead and 
guide our Chapter for two terms as 
President.

Jean Donohue - Certificate of 
Appreciation for willingness and generosity 
to go beyond when asked to share talents 
and time as a photographer. 

Jacqui Becker - Commitment Award 
in grateful recognition of undying 
commitment to the Chapter.

were recognized for their outstanding 
contributions to the Chapter:

Nicole Hogarty - Certificate of 
Appreciation for personal generosity and 
support of the EF Walk for Education.

Rebecca Wilson - Rising Star Award for 
support and frequent attendance at the 
2010 New England Chapter events.

Rob Henry - Heart and Soul Award for 
amazing commitment and dedication to 
the chapter membership.

Enjoy this world-class exhibit and network 
with Richmond’s design talent. Ticket 
information and details will soon be 
announced. For more information, please 
contact the IFDA Richmond Chapter at 
RichmondIFDA@gmail.com.  

“Everything is miraculous. It is a miracle 
that one doesn’t melt in one’s bath.”

-Pablo Picasso

New England Chapter 
Second Designer Showcase & Chapter Recognition Awards for 2010 
by Linda Merrill, VP of Communications

Richmond Chapter 
Save the Date: Friday, April 1, 2011- 
IFDA Richmond Chapter to Gather for Picasso Exhibit

Showcase Winners (left to right) Gail Ravgiala, 
Editor, Design New England, Deborah Farrand, 
Karen Dzendolet, Thom Glynn, Beverly Rivkind, 
Christine Kay, Shirin Tahsili, Stephen Twombly, 
Publisher, Design New England 

Photo credit: Linda Merrill
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IFDA Texas Chapter will participate as an 
Event Partner for Grow!, the 3rd Annual 
Dallas Design Center event taking place 
April 12-14, 2011.  Texas IFDA members 
are pleased to be sponsoring featured 
speaker and IFDA Director at Large, 
Susan J. Slotkis.  

Becky Pipka, Texas Chapter President 
commented: “We are so excited to 
have Susan joining us for Grow! She 
is an excellent speaker and a positive 
spokesperson for IFDA.”

Susan is one of four special presenters 
and will share her .2 CEU IDCEC-
approved   presentation Connecting the 
Dots... Design Styles in Context. This is an 
informative and engaging presentation 
designed to help connect design styles 
to the context of history, culture, events, 

coming in for both events.

For more information on these 
events, please visit the Texas 
Chapter page on the IFDA website. 
http://www.ifda.com/node/33 

Dallas Design Center 
http://www.designcenterdallas.com 

Decorative Center Dallas 
http://www.decorativecenterdallas.com 

Grow! & Spring Thing 
http://www.dgpublications.com/
events/2011-04-12/grow-spring-thing 

Susan Slotkis 
http://www.susanslotkis.com 

Image credit 
http://www.dgpublications.com

and meaning.  Visual imagery and 
commentary highlight significant themes, 
details, and events from the past... from 
the antiquities to contemporary time.  
Modern interpretations from each period 
will inspire current projects.

The Dallas design community will enjoy 
an extra dose of inspiration as the 
Decorative Center Dallas and the Dallas 
Design Center will be holding two events, 
Grow! and Spring Thing concurrently. 
Over the course of the three days, 
designers will have the opportunity to 
explore resources, complete 8 hours of 
CEPH credits and connect with peers, 
industry leaders and inspiring ideas.

 The IFDA Texas Chapter looks forward 
to the opportunity to increase exposure 
and education about IFDA to the visitors 

Texas Chapter 
IFDA Texas Chapter to be an Event Partner at the Dallas Design Center 
by Laura Davis, AIA, IFDA Texas Chapter, VP Public Relations

http://www.ifda.com/node/33
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How could an evening combining fine 
art and interior design not be fascinating 
and fun for the members of IFDA’s 
Washington, DC Chapter?  Especially in 
the middle of winter. 

Internationally known Washington area 
designer Barry Dixon was the guest of 
honor at a reception on January 12 at 
the home and gallery of Evelyn Avery of 
Avery Fine Art and Framing. Members 
of the Washington DC chapter and 
their guests were treated to the visually 
stunning, Dixon-designed penthouse 
whose balconies overlook nearly 360 
degrees of the Washington skyline from 
above Georgetown. This extraordinary 
space also serves as the gallery for Evelyn’s 
custom framing business which is located 
in Alexandria, Virginia. Besides dozens 
of pieces of priceless original art which 
occupy the space, important furnishings 
are from the Barry Dixon collection for 
J. Lambeth and the upholstery from his 
new collection for Vervain. Barry also 
directed the placement of all the art on 
all the walls.

Included in the tour of the Avery’s 
home/gallery was a “guided tour” of 
the gallery room in the penthouse and 
a detailed explanation of her custom 
framing business which includes special 
finishes ranging from very contemporary 
burled wood to extremely ornate, hand-
carved gold- and silver-leaf reproductions 
of European antiques.  “We employ 
some very talented artists” Mrs. Avery 
commented understatedly about the 
craftsmen she hires to execute the 
custom designs and special orders. As a 
courtesy to the designers attending the 
event, those who wished to do so were 
able to purchase from her collection that 
evening.

The gathering which was planned and 
executed by the chapter’s program 
chair Laura Fox of JANUS et Cie in 
Georgetown included an evening buffet 
and highlighted by Barry’s comments to 
the guests about the value of collecting 
original art, the importance of framing 
it well, and of displaying it to best 
advantage. Later, he was available for 
private consultation and book signing of 
his Barry Dixon Interiors.

Jacqueline Passaro, Washington Chapter 
President remarked that “we are 
fortunate to have such incredible talent in 
our membership area,” referring not only 
to Barry and Evelyn, but to the chapter 
members as well. It was a gathering that 
perhaps could only have happened in the 
Nation’s Capital.

Washington DC Chapter 
Evelyn Avery Hosts Barry Dixon for IFDA – DC 
by Jeanne Blackburn 

Left to right:  Laura Fox, the DC chapter’s VP of 
Programs, interior designer Barry Dixon, and hostess 
for the event Evelyn Avery.

IFDA WANTS 
TO HEAR 
FROM YOU!
You’ve heard from us - now it’s 
your turn. We love feedback, so 
please let us know your thoughts 
on this issue of the IFDA’s Network. 
Did you like it? Were the articles 
of interest and value to you? 
Is the newsletter too long, too 
short, or just about right? Do you 
have any suggestions on articles 
or issues you’d like to hear more 
about? We’re already planning 
the next issues, so please let 
us incorporate your ideas. Just 
like the IFDA and its members, 
Network is getting better all the 
time. Direct your comments or 
questions to Susan Slotkis, IFDA 
National Director at Large and 
volunteer editor of Network 
at sslotkis@nyc.rr.com

ATTENTION: Chapter 
Communications Directors 
- Deadline for entries for 
consideration in the next 
Network is April 29, 2011.

2011

SYMPOSIUM
P H I L A D E L P H I A , P A
S E P T E M B E R  1 5 - 1 7 ,  2 0 1 1

T H E  P O W E R  O F  I F
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IFDA Welcomes Our 66 New Members
Arizona
Professional 
Becky Goldwasser 
Valley Light Gallery

Mark J. LaPalm 
Blue Desert Interiors

Paula J. Savino 
Interior Preference

LaDell Andrea Toma 
LaDell Andrea Interiors, LLC

Carolinas
Professional 
Jennifer Coats Linnell 
Jennifer Coats Linnell 
Interior Design

Melissa Hernandez 
Lowe’s Home Improvement

Student 
Lauren Childress

Andrew Prioli

Georgia
Professional 
Bert Hall 
Albert’s Wood Studio

Lisa T. Rubin 
Lisa Thompson & Associates

Illinois
New Professional 
Jeri Solomon 
Just Solutions

Professional 
Sandi Boyles 
Turning House To Home

Penny Lynn Homscheid 
Homscheid Interiors, Inc.

Jessica Letchford 
Sherwin-Williams Company

Student 
Patricia Genovese

New England 

Professional

Christopher Magliozzi 
BayPoint Builders Corp.

New York
Professional 
Andrea Algaze 
Design Concepts

Katherine Howie 
DesignTek

MariJean P. Jerrell 
Town & Country Living

Beth D. Smith 
Changing Spaces Design

Jessica Tolliver 
Carmichael Lynch Spong

Student 
Jae-Young Dokgo 

Mila Ducheva

Rachel Kirschner

Peti Lau

Danielle Moskos

Alejandra Munizaga 

Lindsay Rodabaugh

Philadelphia
Professional 
Kelley Brill 
A Cooks Room

Jace Kieffer 
Kieffer’s Appliances

Jacqueline J. McCarthy 
Kat Robbins Interiors

Carl F. Meitzner 
Evan Marsh Designs, Inc.

Student 
Mary F. Carfagno

Deirdre M. Cimino

Japan
Professional 
Yayoi Suetsugu 
Boite De Bijou

Yoshinori Torii 
Torii Design Office 

Michigan
New Professional 
Judy K. Anderson 
Judy Anderson Interiors

Minnesota
Professional 
Kent Boll 
Boy’s Electric, LLC

Patricia A. Erickson 
Twin Cities Window Treatments

Kristin Mann 
Warren Drapery Company

Student 
Callie A. Valtakis 

N California
Professional 
Jennifer Helms 
J. Helms Interiors

Barbara Remington 
Hunter Douglas

Student 
Allison B. Davini

Dominique De La Rocha

Diana Mariscal

Karen Silar 

New England 

Professional 
Jim Catlin 
Herrick & White LTD

William Craig 
Guido Frames

Helen Hanan 
Helen Hanan Interior Design

Richmond
Professional 
Mary-Hannah Fout 
Ferguson Enterprises, Inc.

Nancy R. Hall 
Winter Bird Interiors

Liz Hart 
Design Stages, LLC

Beth S. Herochik 
Ethan Allen

Sally Hirsch 
W. Hirsch Oriental Rugs

Melanie Palma 
Melanie Palma Designs

S CALIFORNIA
Professional 
Nancy Fisher 
Fisher Designs LLC

Teri Rider 
Teri Rider & Associates

Texas
Professional 
Traci Connell 
Connell Interiors

Shelley Stevens 
The Orion Collection

Washington
Professional 
Barry J. Broadway 
Extra Touch of Glass, Inc.

Tim Cooke 
Absolute Perfection, Inc.

Janice Harvey 
Design I

Kathy Hill 
KHill Designs

Kathleen Litchfield 
Petro Design /  Build Group

Student 
Lori Steinman
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2011 Board of Directors

2011 Council of Presidents

President  
Janet Stevenson 
Philadelphia 
janets@closetcity.com

President-elect 
 Vacant

Immediate Past President 
Susan Hirsh  
New York 
 susan.hirsh@benjaminmoore.com

Treasurer 
 Sheila Cole, FIFDA  
Minnesota 
 sheila@shecole.com

Director at Large  
Dede Radford 
Arizona 
dede@cox.net 

Director at Large 
Paula Ross, FIFDA 
 Texas 
perdesigns@tx.rr.com 

Director at Large 
 Susan J. Slotkis 
 New York 
 sslotkis@nyc.rr.com 

Educational Foundation Chair 
 Ann Unal 
Washington 
ann.unal@gmail.com

Treasurer-elect 
Athena Charis 
N. California 
athenacharis@comcast.net

Immediate Past Treasurer 
Diane Nicolson, FIFDA 
N. California 
dnicolson@sbcglobal.net 

Director at Large 
M. Claudette Grayson 
Georgia 
cgra4444@bellsouth.net 

Director at Large  
Rand Kehler 
 Philadelphia 
rkehler@pindlercorp.com 

Executive Director 
Martha Heinze, CMP 
IFDA Headquarters 
martha@ifda.com

Account Executive 
Jennifer Jones, MPA 
IFDA Headquarters 
jjones@ifda.com

Arizona Chapter 
Sue Ann Aronson 
sue.artfulconcepts@cox.net 

N. California Chapter 
 Lauren Shelby 
 lauren@spaceswithin.com

S. California Chapter 
Christine Jordan 
cjordan@designcorpsd.com 

Carolinas Chapter  
Dawn W. Brinson, FIFDA 
dbrinson@themediamatters.com 

Michigan Chapter 
Linda Axe 
lindaaxe@att.net

Minnesota Chapter 
 Gail Jacobson 
gsjdesign@yahoo.com

New England Chapter 
Jacqueline Becker 
jacqui@beckerfinearts.com

New York Chapter 
Wendy Silverstein 
wendy@wsa-pr.com 

Florida Chapter 
 Thom Leffler 
rtleffty@yahoo.com 

Georgia Chapter 
Sharron Zimmerman 
eclectica@bellsouth.net

Illinois Chapter 
 Joan Scheib 
 joanscheib@sbcglobal.net 

Japan Chapter 
Yasue Ishikawa 
risabraire@aol.com 

Philadelphia Chapter 
Kat Robbins 
krobbinsinteriors@comcast.net 

Richmond Chapter 
 Diane Fairburn 
diane@stainedglasscreations.com

Texas Chapter 
Becky Pipka 
bpipka@bpipkadesigns.com

Washington Chapter 
 Jacqueline Passaro 
jacqueline.passaro@benjaminmoore.com 

The IFDA Network is a publication of the International Furnishings & Design Association, 150 South Warner Road, Suite 156, 
King of Prussia, PA 19406; 610-535-6422 (o); 610-535-6423 (f). Please contact Executive Director Martha Heinze, martha@ifda.com
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We use all national “A” rated carriers  
with every choice of plan. 

We stand behind your  
insurance protection 100%

Save up to  

 40%

You will not be sold substandard insurance.
Better insurance, rate stability,  

and hands-on service.
For a consultation go to  

www.ifda.com and click the  
“Health Insurance” link. 

Association

Programs
Call 1-888-450-3040

Stuart Pase, President 

• Individual & Families
• Groups Insurance
•  Health Savings Accounts
• Dental 

Health Insurance

Long-Term Care  
Insurance

Life Insurance

Disability Income

Critical Illness

Annuities & More

Endorsed Health  
Insurance Programs

“ We give you an apples-to-apples comparison to show you how  
your association plans  the very best insurance options  
available on the market”.

Complete the form online.  
An agent will contact you  
within 2-3 business days.


